
Meeting housing 
needs across 
London and the 
wider South East: 
The need for a 
strategic solution 

We await with interest the expert panel’s 
report following Michael Gove’s letter 
to the Mayor of London which will 
'investigate the aspects of the London 
Plan which could be preventing thousands 
of homes being brought forward, with a 
particular focus on brownfield sites in the 
heart of the capital.'

There is a belief held by some that 
housing delivery in London can be 
dramatically increased to meet need. 
However, current figures paint a different 
picture. If we take the year-to-date 
Greater London Authority data into 
account, as of January 2024, we can 
see that less than 1,500 homes have 
been completed against an annualised 
London Plan requirement of 52,000. 

We urgently need to ask what London 
can realistically deliver in terms of 
its housing need, with the right policy 
framework, and whether this will ever 
be enough.
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There are a range of factors that the 
panel will no doubt consider in their 
investigation: build cost inflation, 
the impact of mayoral policies on 
viability review and affordable housing, 
affordable housing funding, the ‘second 
staircase issue’, and the effectiveness 
of policy innovations such as co-
location of residential and commercial. 

Barking Riverside one of the largest new communities 
in London and in the UK with over 10,000 new homes.

https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/residential-completions-dashboard
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