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WORKSHOP REPORT 
INTRODUCTION TO CLIMATE CHANGE COMMUNICATION 

For MEECC staff – 2nd October, 2018, CAMS Meeting Room, MEECC 
Compiled by Michele Martin for the GCCA+ Component A and the MEECC. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
As a small island developing state, Seychelles is extremely vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, 
such as sea level rise, salt water intrusion, heavy rains and flooding, coral bleaching and droughts.  It is 
critical that the population of Seychelles as well as decision-makers become more aware and pro-active in 
terms of how we can better prepare for present and future impacts of climate change.   
 
The GCCA+ project recently completed a Capacity Needs Assessment exercise to determining existing 
capacity among government stakeholders to engage in climate action, as well as capacity gaps.  Many 
government agencies reported that their knowledge of climate change and how it relates to their sector is 
limited.  MEECC respondents reported that they find it challenging to communicate the urgency of climate 
change to other government sectors as well as the public.  The MEECC asked for training in climate change 
communication, to explore more effective strategies for engaging both the public and policymakers in 
climate action.   
 
The GCCA+ project organised this short introductory workshop on climate change communication for 
MEECC staff to provide an overview of the factors involved in effective communication. It targeted 
individuals who have to engage in climate change communication as part of their work, but have not had 
any formal training in the subject.   
 
It should be noted that in April, 2018 the GCCA+ project collaborated with the EBA project to host a 
workshop for journalists on covering climate change issues in the media.  Further in-depth training in 
climate change communication will be held in 2019 as a follow up to these two introductory workshops 
 
WORKSHOP OBJECTIVES 
 
This half day workshop aimed to:   

1) Familiarize participants with the basics of effective climate change communication 
2) Help participants identify appropriate communication strategies for different audiences 
3) Inspire participants to apply what they have learned in their work 

 
PARTICIPANTS 
 
The workshop was attended by 16 people, mainly from the Department of Energy and Climate Change, 
although we also had a representative from the Ministry of Education.  The registration list can be found in 
Annex A.  The workshop was facilitated by Dr. Michele Martin, the capacity building specialist for GCCA+ 
Seychelles. 
 
  



 

 2 

WORKSHOP AGENDA 
 

Time Agenda Item 

8:30 Introduction and ice-breaker 

9:00 Basics of good communication / short exercise 

9:30 Basics of effective climate change communication 

10:00 Break 

10:30 Groupwork and presentations 

11:45 Wrap up and evaluation 

12:00 Conclusion 

 
WORKSHOP EXPENSES AND CONTRIBUTIONS FROM PARTNERS 

 The venue was provided by the MEECC Climate Change Division.   

 The GCCA+ covered the cost of refreshments for tea break and printing copies of the CRED guide to 
the Psychology of Climate Change Communication,  as well as the consultant’s time for  
planning/facilitation of the workshop.  

 The EBA project donated copies of the S4S Citizen’s Guide to Climate Change for all participants. 

 Photocopies were made by 
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The workshop slides are shared in attachment. 
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ANNEX A – WORKSHOP REGISTRATION 
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ANNEX B – WORKSHOP PHOTOS 

 
Top: Participants were mainly from the Department of Energy and Climate Change.  Bottom: Facilitator 
Michele Martin introducing the workshop 
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Top: Participants putting communication forms in order of evolution. Bottom: group work using the CRED 
guide to the psychology of climate change communication. 


