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�U�D�P�L�4�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����5�H�F�H�Q�W���5�R�R�G�V���L�Q���3�D�N�L�V�W�D�Q�����K�D�Y�H���N�L�O�O�H�G���R�Y�H�U��
1,100 people and revealed the other side of the “extreme 
weather” coin of climate change: soil compaction caused by 
drought means that, as the wets get wetter, the ground has 
�O�H�V�V���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���W�R���D�E�V�R�U�E���5�R�R�G���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V��

While these cases provide examples of the physical 
�D�Q�G���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���U�D�P�L�4�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���Z�D�W�H�U���V�K�R�U�W�D�J�H�����W�K�H�\���D�U�H��
certainly not the only such instances. There are countless 
other drought impacts across the globe. There is no 
single “template” approach to drought management. Still, 
the exchange of strategies across barriers of nationality 
and language is crucial. Conversations with international 
decision makers and experts from Israel, Australia, and 
Chile provided the California Water Commission insight into 
the ways that other countries have reacted to extended 
drought conditions—through both supply and demand 
�P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���H�•�R�U�W�V���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�L�Q�J���K�R�Z���D���S�R�U�W�I�R�O�L�R��
approach is necessary to address drought impacts 
�H�•�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\�����7�K�H�V�H���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�H�G���D�Q���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W��
theme: drought crisis can be a catalyst for spurring 
meaningful and lasting change. 
Collaborative Basin Management in Australia

Australia’s Millennium Drought started with low rainfall 
�L�Q�������������D�Q�G���������������Z�D�V���D�W���L�W�V���Z�R�U�V�W���L�Q�������������D�Q�G���������������D�Q�G��
lasted through the end of the decade. The duration and 
magnitude of the drought was much worse than urban 
areas had anticipated. This led to a series of responses. 
Curtailments were used as a stopgap while other measures 
were enacted: demand management in urban areas, 
development of alternative water supply through water 
recycling and reuse and construction of desalination plants, 
and new conveyance pipelines to facilitate water transfers 
between catchments, complementing Australia’s robust 
water market. To augment public understanding and spur 
behavior change, the government created clear triggers 
for public water use restrictions based on drought impacts 
rather than precipitation levels. 

The Millennium Drought was most severe in Southern 
�$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�����S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���L�Q���W�K�H���0�X�U�U�D�\���'�D�U�O�L�Q�J���%�D�V�L�Q����
�$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D���V���S�U�L�P�D�U�\���D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���U�H�J�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���0�X�U�U�D�\��
Darling Basin faced serious environmental decline, which 
�S�U�R�P�S�W�H�G���W�K�H���S�D�V�V�D�J�H���R�I���:�D�W�H�U���$�F�W���������������H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J��
�D�Q���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���H�Q�W�L�W�\�����W�K�H���0�X�U�U�D�\���'�D�U�O�L�Q�J���%�D�V�L�Q��
Authority. This authority was tasked with planning and 
�G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���P�D�N�L�Q�J���D�W���W�K�H���E�D�V�L�Q���V�F�D�O�H�����7�K�H���E�D�V�L�Q���S�O�D�Q���D�L�P�V��
�W�R���V�UP�p�À�`��
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