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LIVING WITH WATER PARTNERSHIP, HULL, UK

Project owner

Living With Water

Project start/completion

2020 - Ongoing

Location
Hull, Northeast England

Community impacted

Urban, Coastal, Rural

Hazards mitigated

Water stress, Flooding

Sharm El-Sheikh Adaptation Agenda 
This project addresses outcomes from the 
Sharm El-Sheikh Adaptation Agenda within 
the Marrakech Partnership Water and 
Nature System.

Living With Water is a partnership 
between Yorkshire Water, Hull City 
Council, East Riding of Yorkshire Council, 
the Environmental Agency (EA) and the 
University of Hull, supported by Stantec. 
All stakeholders play an essential role in 
managing water in Hull and East Riding, 
and are collaborating to build flood 
resilience, develop innovative water 
management systems, and highlight the 
region as a great place to live, work and 
visit.  

ABOUT THE PROJECT

Hull and Haltemprice are situated within a bowl-
shaped zone with sloping topography leading to 
�D���Œ�D�W�����X�U�E�D�Q���D�U�H�D�����W�K�L�V���F�D�X�V�H�V���U�D�L�Q�Z�D�W�H�U���W�R���F�R�O�O�H�F�W����
�W�U�L�J�J�H�U�L�Q�J���Œ�R�R�G�V�����Z�L�W�K���R�Q�O�\���������R�I���W�K�H���D�U�H�D���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G��
�Q�R�W���W�R���E�H���D�W���U�L�V�N���I�U�R�P���Œ�R�R�G�L�Q�J�����)�O�R�R�G���U�L�V�N���L�V���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G��
to increase as the population grows, urban creep 
decreases green space, climate change increases 
rainfall, and tide levels rise. Since 2007, there’s been 
�V�L�J�Q�L�‹�F�D�Q�W���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���U�H�G�X�F�H���W�K�H�V�H���L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�W�V����
however, to prepare and adapt to climate change, a 
collaborative, long-term vision is required. The Hull 
and Haltemprice Blue-Green Plan was commissioned 
to look uniquely through a long-term lens, reducing 
�W�K�L�V���Œ�R�R�G���U�L�V�N�����7�K�H���S�O�D�Q���W�D�N�H�V���V�K�D�S�H�����E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���X�S�R�Q��
Yorkshire Water's published Drainage and Wastewater 
Management Plan (DWMP), enhancing collaboration 
across industries and stakeholders. It provides the 
�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H�G���V�R�X�U�F�H�V���R�I���Œ�R�R�G���U�L�V�N���D�Q�G��
how working in partnership can alleviate this challenge 
The plan describes how blue (waterways) and 
green (vegetated) infrastructure can work together, 
�L�P�S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J���Œ�R�R�G���U�H�V�L�O�L�H�Q�F�H���Z�K�L�O�H���H�Q�D�E�O�L�Q�J���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H��
and healthy lifestyles and providing attractive places 
to live and work. Implementation of the plan will 
�G�H�F�U�H�D�V�H���Œ�R�R�G���U�L�V�N���D�V���U�D�L�Q�I�D�O�O���L�V���P�D�Q�D�J�H�G���D�W���W�K�H��
�V�R�X�U�F�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���Œ�R�Z���L�V���V�O�R�Z�H�G��

�7�K�H���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���W�H�D�P���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���L�Q���H�[�S�H�U�W���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H��
Find out more
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Ecological uplift
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Biodiversity

Community engagement

Carbon mitigation

Sector

more resilient�(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���$�J�H�Q�F�\�����(�$�������'�X�H���W�R���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�[���D�Q�G��

long-term nature of the plan, a wide range of digital 

tools were used to capture accurate information, 

including the CIRIA B£ST estimation tool, Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR), OS Mapping and 

Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) GIS tools. With 

a unique opportunistic approach, solutions were 

developed to be delivered in a phased approach with 

the ability to adapt as possibilities arise.One of the primary objectives of the plan is to �U�H�G�X�F�H���Œ�R�R�G���U�L�V�N���E�\���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���Œ�R�R�G��

management techniques. This includes the restoration 

�R�I���Œ�R�R�G�S�O�D�L�Q�V�����W�K�H���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Z�H�W�O�D�Q�G�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���X�V�H��

of sustainable drainage systems to absorb and slow 

�G�R�Z�Q���U�D�L�Q�Z�D�W�H�U���U�X�Q�R�Š�����*�U�H�H�Q���L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V����

such as green roofs, permeable pavements, and 

bioswales mimic natural processes, allowing rainwater 

to be absorbed into the ground rather than causing 

�V�X�U�I�D�F�H���U�X�Q�R�Š�����7�K�L�V���U�H�G�X�F�H�V���W�K�H���U�L�V�N���R�I���Œ�R�R�G�L�Q�J����

improves water quality, and provides additional 

greenery in the cityscape. 

The plan also prioritises the restoration of natural 
ecosystems, such as wetlands, rivers, and green 
corridors. This enhances the resilience of these 
ecosystems by allowing them to function more 
naturally. Healthy ecosystems can better adapt to 
environmental changes and provide critical services 
�O�L�N�H���Z�D�W�H�U���S�X�U�L�‹�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���K�D�E�L�W�D�W���I�R�U���Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H����

Climate-resilient planting and landscaping strategies, 
including drought-tolerant species, have been 
incorporated to help natural systems withstand the 
challenges posed by changing climate patterns. A 
focus on sustainable water management ensures 
the availability of water resources during periods of 
drought. This resilience is achieved by recharging 
�D�T�X�L�I�H�U�V�����S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���R�Y�H�U���H�[�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J��
�Z�D�W�H�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���‹�O�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V����

Deep public consultation has been undertaken 
to understand community needs and increase 
understanding of the plan. This included involvement 
with the Youth Parliament to include younger voices 
and community outreach events. The Hull and 

Haltemprice Blue-Green Plan also enables educational 
programmes and initiatives to raise awareness about 
the importance of nature in urban living. 

Community engagement and participation are key 
�W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���S�O�D�Q�
�V���S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H���H�Š�H�F�W�V���D�U�H���Z�L�G�H�O�\��
distributed and inclusive. Educating residents about 
the importance of natural systems and involving them 
�L�Q���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���H�Š�R�U�W�V���E�X�L�O�G�V���D���V�H�Q�V�H���R�I���V�W�H�Z�D�U�G�V�K�L�S��
and pride. Communities that are engaged in the 
preservation of natural systems are more likely to 
support and protect these systems in the face of 
challenges. 

Gemma
Highlight
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comfortable with water management. The region has 
104 schools averaging 300-400 students each. Based 
on the data, it has been assumed that a minimum 
of 500 students will be engaged in school trips or 
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and providing environmental, social, and economic 
benefits through influencing the industry. 

Clifton improved the resilience of people through a 
systems-thinking approach. At its core, the project 
delivers water treatment naturally, avoiding the need 
for chemical dosing, while also breaking down matter 
on-site, mitigating transport measures and decreasing 
pressure on global supply chains.   

At a higher level, Clifton is ensuring wider resilience 
as it is being replicated all throughout the UK and 
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https://www.ice.org.uk/media/vm0nwehp/2023-03-29-pas_2080_guidance_document_april_2023.pdf
https://www.worldwildlife.org/publications/a-playbook-for-nature-positive-infrastructure-development
https://www.claire.co.uk/

